
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Afternoon Nursery 
 

9nd February 2018 
 
Welcome to our newsletter! Our learning this week has focused around rain and we have 
been singing lots of different rain themed songs and nursery rhymes.  Typically, of all the 
weeks we’ve had this half term, this week has been the driest! We will go on a rainy day 
walk next week so that the children can really hear the different sounds of the rain and see 
what changes the rain makes to the landscape around them.  
 
In the creative area the children have really enjoyed printing and painting with the soles of 
wellington boots! We looked closely to spot the different patterns and shapes made from 
the paint printing on the paper.  The children have also started making some very special 
crafts for Valentine’s Day next week and you can look forward to sharing some tasty treats 
that your children will bring home with them.  The children love spending time in the water 
tray, and this week we placed containers in the tray, which had holes cut into them.  We 
looked where the water was leaking from and talked about the different speeds of the water 
flowed.   The children enjoyed exploring the sand in the sand tray with different sized tubes 
and funnels.   
 
The children have been measuring the length of the soles of wellington boots.  We used the 
language ‘longer than’ and ‘shorter than’ to compare the length of the boots and then 
measured the length using cubes and counting which sole had the most or least cubes.  This 
also reinforced the children’s counting and one-to-one correspondence when counting. We 
have also been learning to recognise numbers and singing ‘5 little monkeys jumping on the 
bed’ which the children really find funny!  
 
The children have really enjoyed manipulating straws in the construction area and came up 
with a fantastic idea of making umbrellas, which they paraded around the classroom! There 
were other imaginative designs, such as spiders, houses and kites! 
 
To make our listening skills even better, we listened to different noises and decided what 
type of weather the sound was.  We talked about how loud thunder can be and compared it 
to the howling of the wind.  We are really impressed with how the children are developing 
their language.  
 
We have introduced ‘dough disco’ this week, which involves moulding dough in time to 
music and performing different actions such as rolling it into a ball, flattening it, putting each 
individual finger into the dough, rolling it into a sausage and squeezing it.  This activity helps 
to strengthen children's fine motor muscles to enable them to develop their pencil grip 



which in turn will help to develop their writing skills.  Above all, the children had great fun 
with this activity! 
 
 
PE: although we are constantly promoting and providing opportunities for physical 
development in Nursery, we have an allocated slot to use the school hall which will be 
wonderful for us to use.  Our slot is on a Thursday afternoon, so it would be great if you child 
could come to school in shoes that will allow them to move freely as well as supporting their 
feet.   
 
Photograph – just a reminder that next week we will be talking about the people who we 
love, our family and friends, on Valentine’s Day (Wednesday 14th February).  It would be 
great if your child could bring in a photo of someone they love and we can share these as a 
class – thank you for the photographs we have already received this week (they can be 
images printed out on paper etc.) 
 
Boxes: after half term we will be starting our new topic, ‘How does that building stay up’?  
We would be really grateful for any donations of boxes, of any size, for us to use in the 
construction area.  Thank you again for all the milk bottles – we will be building our igloo 
next week which we will keep in the reading area.  
 
Dates for your diary  

 
Friday 16th February: last day of half term 
 
Thursday 1st March: St David’s Day – the children can come to school dressed in Welsh 
costumes  
 
Friday 2nd March: World Book Day – the children can come to school dressed as their 
favourite character from a book and bring a book to school. 
 
Friday 16th March: sharing morning 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend, 
Mrs Millard, Mrs Cotterell, Mrs Tiernan and Miss Lewis 
 
 


