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16th February 2018 
 
Welcome to our newsletter! This half-term has flown by and we have ended with a 
celebration of love (for Valentine’s Day) and dragons (for Chinese New Year).  
 
The children have been captivated by the Chinese New Year stories – finding out how the 
animals had a race to decide who the Chinese New Year should be named after.  They were 
shocked to learn that the rat pushed the cat off the back of the Ox!  We have learnt about 
traditions such as painting doors red, hanging fairy lights and making paper lanterns.    We 
have also learnt and sung rhymes about Chinese dragons. 
 
The Chinese New Year story was a great example of how language such as ‘first, second, 
third and last’ can be used and we explored this further in our Maths sessions.  The children 
used animal masks to imagine they were in the race and then decided who came ‘first, 
second, third…last’.  They also had very good reasons for why some of the animals should 
come first and why some should come last.   
 
This week the children found chopsticks in the sand tray – they were given the challenge of 
picking up different items with the chopsticks (including pompoms, coins, straws and tinsel).  
Many showed great perseverance and it was interesting to see the different techniques the 
children used to hold the chopsticks and pick up the items! The children have been 
strengthening their fingers by threading Cheerios onto pipe cleaners and weaving pipe 
cleaners around pine cones, which they have loved doing and have shown great 
concentration.  In the water tray the children have been pouring water using watering cans.  
The children have been painting wonderful pictures of dragons using colourful paints in the 
creative area, as well as using their finger prints to create blossom trees and lots of glitter 
has been used to decorate lanterns!  
 
We hope you enjoyed the delicious jammy biscuits the children made – they had great fun 
weight and mixing the ingredients, rolling and cutting the heart shapes and spreading the 
jam! We talked about the different ingredients and why they were needed to make the 
biscuits.  The children spent time sharing their thoughts about people and things that they 
love – there was a whole variety of answers, including their pets, family members, rainbows, 
crabs, ladybirds and their bedrooms!   
 
Finally, a huge thank you to Mrs Francis from Rogers Takeaway for sending in delicious rice 
and noodles for the children and staff to try. 
 
 



Boxes: after half term we will be starting our new topic, ‘How does that building stay up’?  
We would be really grateful for any donations of boxes, of any size, for us to use in the 
construction area.  Thank you for the boxes we have received so far 
 
Dates for your diary  

 
Monday 26th February: return to school  
 
Thursday 1st March: St David’s Day – the children can come to school dressed in Welsh 
costumes  
 
Friday 2nd March: World Book Day – the children can come to school dressed as their 
favourite character from a book and bring a book to school. 
 
Friday 16th March: sharing morning 
 
 
We hope you have a restful half term and fingers crossed the weather stays dry, 
 
Mrs Millard, Mrs Cotterell, Mrs Thomas and Miss Lewis 
 
    


